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by the officer of police, de, Praslin had to content
himself with a simple re-examination of Dufour, from
whom nothing more was to be learnt, and the summon-
ing of Hugonnet, who declared his incompetence to
supply any kind of information, as the woman was
entirely unknown to him, nor had he ever heard of
her. At the close of the inquiry, de Praslin said: ' I am
not being duped, because, as a fact, this affair causes
me very little anxiety. It is not D'Eon who will ruin
the State.'l

Although de Guerchy and D'Eon had become
separated never again to meet on this earth; although
their unprofitable bickerings had come to an end and
the time for recriminations was over, to cast each other
into oblivion was too impossible a task for either.
Upon his return to France, de Gruerchy entered on a
course of persecution, selecting for his victim D'Eon's
aged mother, who was suddenly deprived of the enjoy-
ment of certain free tenures, while the taxes on her little
estate at Tonnerre where she was living in quiet retire-
ment, were inordinately increased. The poor lady was
in fact hunted to misery and despair.

<De Guercliy died at Paris in September 1767 in great
anguish of body and mind. May our merciful God spare his
soul in lieaven, as I spared his body on earth !5 2

D'Eon had sent the count a final challenge in the
form of a letter, dated August 5, 1767, which reached
him a few weeks only before his death, when his

1 De Broglie, ii. 199.

3 Preamble to Will.   Ch. MSS.   Of de Guercky's father D'Eon relates
the following anecdote: At Madame de Se>igae"s house in Paris one even-
ing, the guests entertained each other by telling their dreams of the preAorr
ing night.   ' I dreamt/ said the old count, who was a very wealthy ]
< that I was the Golden Calf.'   * J'en suis persuade*/ observed the hog
4 il n'y a qua la dorure de trop.'utmost discretion and
